Osteomyelitis.
The complexities of osteomyelitis make its diagnosis and treatment challenging. Current trends emphasize early diagnosis and aggressive treatment. Imaging has improved, with nuclear scans and magnetic resonance imaging, and technique modifications have enhanced the specificity of these tests. Treatment depends on thorough debridement of necrotic bone and tissue, accurate cultures and administration of culture, and sensitivity-specific antibiotics. Antibiotic delivery has expanded to include effective oral agents and local agents mixed with polymethylmethacrylate or a biodegradable substance. Success rates in treating this disease have improved with the use of a systematic approach, making outcome more predictable.